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Comments on Patriotismon the 5" Anniversary of
Sept ember 11'"

As we cel ebrate Patriot Day on this fifth anniversary of the
Septenber 11, 2001 tragedy, it is altogether fitting that we take a
few nonents to carefully reflect on our patriotism

Qur history has been a long journey fraught with differences,
di vi sions, challenges and conflicts along the way. Throughout it

all, we have joined together as Americans, no matter how our views
may have differed, and we have al ways persevered. Qur patriotism—
our love for our country and our ideals of freedom liberty, and
justice for all--has always kept us strong, united, and free.

In the aftermath of Septenber 11'" Americans joined together in
t he greatest outpouring of |ove, conpassion, and support that we have
seen in nodern tinmes. W cried and nourned together. W united
behi nd our President and our mlitary. The American flag waved
proudly at homes and busi nesses. W displayed red, white, and bl ue
stickers on our cars. Red, white, and blue ribbons and Anerican flag
pins were on our |apels and jackets. W honoured heroes whose acts
of bravery and selflessness made a difference that day.

Unfortunately, as tine has passed, the small displays of
patriotismhave slowy disappeared. 1In a |arger sense, however, we
cannot define patriotismjust by displays of ribbons or by sinply
saying patriotismis |ove of one’s country. Rather, we nust consider
the concept of “Anerica.”

Fifty years ago, the youth of Anerica were instilled with a keen
understanding of patriotism They learned this froma relative who
fought in Wrld War Il or Korea, fromtheir friend who |lost a
brother, fromthe town hero, or fromtheir teachers. They |earned
that patriotic Americans appreciate their freedons and have the
courage to defend them against threats that may arise. They |earned
that we are the protectors of the ideals of |iberty, justice, and
rights of the people.

Today, there are billions of people throughout the world who
l[ive in poverty and oppression. These people | ook to Arerica—the
| and of the free, the shining city on a hill—as a beacon that offers

hope of a better way of life. They see opportunity in America—
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opportunity to live, work, prosper, build alife and famly, vote,
and have rights. Qur forefathers cane here for sone of those very
same reasons.

As the world s sol e superpower, Anerica has becone the de facto
guardi an of freedom and denocracy throughout the world. W seek to
defend and protect our freedons and our rights, and those of others,
when they are chall enged. But we nust be hunbl e, recognizing that
ours is the envy of the world and that we are fortunate that God has
bl essed us with life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. And we
nmust synpathize with those who strive to be a part of the greatness
of America—those who yearn for freedomand a new way of life. W
can take satisfaction fromthose who, with our help, do get to know
the greatness of Anmerica and whose contributions here help to nmake
America stronger. But in doing this, we nust not allow our identity
as Anerica to be corroded. If we forget who we are, we erode the
greatness of Anerica that has been built over the generations and
that has conme at great cost. Let us preserve and protect this.

Despite the many risks in the world, the hope of Anerica is as
bright today as ever. W should be proud of what Anerica stands for,
and we should be grateful that we have the privileges that America
offers. So long as we are united, so |long as we always renenber what
America stands for, so long as we never stop |oving our country, so
| ong as we never sacrifice our rights, so long as we will always be
wlling to defend our freedom so long as we don’t forget who we are,
so long as we have courage to confront the chall enges, we shall know,
in our hearts, the greatness of Anmerica and patriotism Just know ng
is enough. Lest we forget. Patriotism
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