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Passing the Capital Projects Sales Tax Act (RIDE I1)
on Election Day is in the Best Interests of Horry

County

Wth Novenber 7'" quickly approaching, the future of the Capita
Projects Sales Tax Act (RIDE Il) remains uncertain. Considering the
negati ve aspects and positive ramfications of the initiative, it is

clear that not only is RIDE Il in the best interests of the people of
Horry County, it is also a financially responsible and economically
sound proposal. Furthernore, RIDE Il offers us the only viable

option for making the investnents in our transportation
infrastructure that are crucial for the overall well being of our
ar ea.

There is no doubt that Col unbia should fund the roads for our
area. Gven the tax revenues we send to Col unbia, we clearly deserve
our fair share of funds for our roads. However, the reality is that
the process of getting such funding from Col unbi a may be | ong and
ultimately unsuccessful. In the neantine, our situation will only
conti nue to worsen

We were not prepared for the rapid growh of this area—growth
that placed a strain upon our transportation infrastructure—and we
are not prepared for the additional growh that is to come in the
near future.

To those who suggest that we place the burden of updating our
transportation infrastructure solely upon the developers in the area,
consider this: If they are forced to pay for all of these projects,
they will do so, but they will pass this cost onto their custoners—
t he honmebuyers. For many, housing in this area is already
unaf fordable. This would only nake housing nore unaffordabl e and
pl ace honeownershi p squarely out of the reach of many. Let the
devel opers share sone of this cost, but let us not give themthe
entire burden.

The congestion on our roads is exacerbated by the thirteen
mllion visitors who travel to the area each year. These tourists
spend noney in our |ocal establishnments and make our econony thrive.
But shouldn’t the visitors to this area share sonme of the cost for
new roads? They contribute greatly to the congestion on our roads
during the sumertine. The Capital Project Sales Tax Act places a
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majority of the burden upon the visitors to this area, not the
residents of this area.

And let us recall that the roads contenpl ated under Rl DE |
primarily benefit the people of Horry County. The dirt roads that
wi |l be paved, the conpletion of International Drive, and the
Carolina Bays Parkway wi |l nostly be used by residents, not tourists.
For this, let us pay our fair share along with the devel opers while
allowing the tourists to fund nost of these projects.

Wiile RIDE Il does not neet the needs every resident of Horry
County, there is a greater good for a greater nunber to be derived
fromthis initiative. To those still opposed, | urge you to consider
this: If the RRDE Il initiative fails, what are our alternatives?

H gher property taxes? A creaking transportation infrastructure that
will be further strained? O wll the County Council have the
resolve to inpose a strict noratoriumon growth until adequate roads
are built? The consequences of inaction do not serve our interests
wel | .

On the last day of the Constitutional Convention in Septenber
1787, Benjam n Franklin expressed the following: | confess that
there are several parts of this constitution which | do not at
present approve, but I amnot sure | shall never approve them.On the
whole, Sir, | can not help expressing a wi sh that every nenber of the
Convention who may still have objections to it, would wth ne, on
this occasion doubt a little of his own infallibility, and to nake
mani fest our unanimty, put his nane to this instrunent.

Let us renmenber this as we consider the Capital Projects Sales
Tax Act. Let us, the people of Horry County, be masters of our own
destiny and join together to pass the RIDE Il initiative.
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