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Ils the T.E. A Party a Viable Third Party in
Anerican Politics?

There has long been a saying in America: “Rarely do we
realize a historical event until it has |long been over.” Thi s
saying is actually very accurate, and every so often, we nmay
need rem nding that history is being made right in front of our
eyes. This year, history wll be nade, as we are now w tnessing
the growth of a political party that has caused a Ilot of
controversy over the last year and a half. But whether you are
for or against them one should acknowl edge that the T.E A
Party novenment is making history and, now gaining nonmentum
defying all the odds.

The party’s nane alone has historical roots, as it is the
name that captures one of the key historical events in our
history, an event where patriotic Americans, upset wth the
British inposed tax on tea and Britain’s nonopoly of the tea
trade, threw 342 chests of tea into the Boston Harbour on
Decenber 16, 1773. The nenbers of today’'s T.E. A Party share a
common perspective with those patriots in 1773 at The Boston Tea
Party—a desire to stand against taxation w thout representation,
a desire to discard many of the practices that have been
established by all political parties over the years, a desire to
discard the corrupt ways that have cone to characterize
practices wthin the federal governnment, and a desire to
elimnate the governnent’s intrusiveness and si ze.

So far in our history, there has not been a third political
party that has taken hold and becone a true, form dable opponent
to the Denbcrats and Republicans. The T.E A Party may well
hold that chance, if these ordinary Americans from all wal ks of
life stand by their principles, refrain from rhetoric and
unnecessary attacks, and organize around viable candi dates who

share their views on |imted governnent. What nore and nore
people are realizing is that the idea of a third party, a viable
third party, mnmeans that Anmericans wll receive a lot nore
choices than those provided by the two main parties. I n
addition, a viable third party in the Anerican political system
will force conprom se and bi parti sanship.
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Many conservatives have becone increasingly excited by the
T.E.A. Party novenent, in hopes that they can take a |eaf out of
the liberal’s book by using the novenent to stage denonstrations
to protest extortionate tax rates and out of control spending by
t he federal governnent.

The T.E. A Party has been fairly successful since its
hunmbl e beginnings as the idea of a |one conservative blogger.
Since this initial idea, it has snowbal |l ed brought thousands of
Aneri cans together, many of whom had never been involved in the
political process before. Their rallies have received fair turn
outs in the tens of thousands in sone instances each tine they
have nade public protests or talks. They have received a | ot of
medi a coverage over their controversial nature and approach to
politics, and again this year on April 15'" there is said to be
over a hundred thousand people turning out nationwde to
hundreds of T.E A Parties in communities throughout this great
country. Unfortunately, the novenent has been condemed and
ridiculed by both the liberal nedia and liberal politicians in
Washi ngton, D.C. Rat her than recognize the trenmendous feat
acconplished by this grass roots novenent, |iberals have
denigrated and belittled the participants at each chance.

All great causes and novenents begin with a single idea, a

single shared conm t nent. The T.E. A Party phenonenon is well
known as a grass roots novenent with nore and nore citizens
starting to identify thenselves with this cause. Ctizens who

have been |ifelong nenbers of their own parties and nmany who
have never taken an interest in politics until now have begun to
realize that they too have political say. Wth only a small
notification over the Internet sinply announcing a rally,
t housands flock to these events with each participant desperate
to be heard and dissemnate their opinions to a w der audience.
The T.E. A Party may not be everybody’'s party, but they are
definitely making history, and they feel they are very much the
people’s speakers in this time when it seens so nany of our

political | eaders have lost touch wth the people they
represent.

It remains to be seen whether the T.E. A Party will ever be
a viable third party in the Anerican political system There
are many obstacles to its long-term survival. As is the case
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with so many political novenents, participants eventually tire

and becone conpl acent. The passion for the cause that united
them slowy dies. And while there will continue to be events
comng fromthis Admnistration that wll keep the fires alive

in devout T.E A Party nenbers, there are considerable resources
from both major parties against the survival of this grass roots
nmovenent that threatens to weaken the nunbers in their parties

menber shi p. But to be sure, the T.E. A Party represents nore
than disenfranchised citizens railing against the ills of a
growi ng federal governnent that further indebts this generation
and future generations while ignoring the wants of the people.
The T.E. A Party represents all that nakes the Anmerican
political system so great—the freedom to gather in peaceful
assenbly with |ikem nded individuals yearning to be heard and to
make a difference in our political futures for the love of their
country.
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