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“W the people”—waith these three words our Foundi ng
Fat hers established an unprecedented feat in history. CQur
Foundi ng Fat hers founded a governnent of the people that
was to be run by the people and for the benefit of the
people. Qur nation was founded by the people telling the
government what its rights and Iimtations would be so that
tyrants could not inpose their personal wll upon the
peopl e for their own personal benefit.

Qur Foundi ng Fathers knew the ills of tyranny. They
knew the injustice of taxation w thout representation.
They stood against it. They fought for their principles
and what they believe to be right. They won our freedom
and with it the right that America becone Master of our own
Destiny. And in fram ng our Constitution, they naintained
t he acute awareness that the cause was far greater than
their owm tinme, that the cause would bridge generation
after generation. So in establishing and ordai ning our
Constitution, they did so for all posterity.

Qur Foundi ng Fathers’ journey was |long and difficult.
Their struggle against taxation w thout representati on was
far greater than our chall enges today. Long before our
Constitution, their struggle began with a snmall group of
patriots called the Sons of Liberty who in Decenber 1773
hel d our first tea party in Boston Harbor to protest unfair
taxation. The selfless and patriotic acts of our Foundi ng
Fat hers and those Sons of Liberty epitom ze what coul d be
called the Anerican Spirit. And today, we join together
w th hundreds of thousands of other nodern day patriots
across our great nation to reaffirmour belief in that
American Spirit and reaffirmour commtnent to those ideals
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that join us together for a cause that is once again far
greater than our own tine.

Aneri ca has faced many chal | enges throughout its
hi story, and Anmericans have always net those chal |l enges
head-on with resolve and determ nation. And we have al ways
overconme those challenges. Now, we are faced with a great
financial challenge. Elected officials fromboth political
parti es have taken us on a nassive spending spree that has
weakened our financial standing in the world, indebted
future generations with massive financial obligations,
i nposed stealth tax increases on the Anerican public, and
all the while being masterfully di sguised as econom ¢
stimul us pl ans.

Today, we’'re here to say that we’ve had enough!

Today, we’'re here to send a nessage to Washi ngton t hat
we the peopl e have had enough runaway governnment spendi ng!

We t he peopl e have had enough taxes!

We t he peopl e have had enough bailouts of big
conpani es!

The problemis conplex but is yet quite sinple at the
sane time. The federal governnent has grown beyond its
nmeans. Since the Great Depression, nodern politicians of
both parties have seen the governnment as a massive spendi ng
machi ne and a way to reward | oyal constituents with pork
projects. Little consideration has apparently been given
to the financial consequences of their spending decisions.

Aneri cans’ spending capacity is bound by their |evel
of income. In the long run, we cannot spend nore than we
make. If individuals spending in bound by their cash
i ntake, why isn’'t the federal governnment bound by its own
intake? Quite sinply, the federal governnment borrows to
fund its insatiable appetite for spending. W issue debt
to whoever will buy it—ndividual investors, pensions,
foreign countries |like China. And since 1835 when Andrew
Jackson becane the only president to ever pay off the
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nati onal debt, our federal debt has grown to al nbst $11.2
trillion. And it continues to grow by nearly $4 billion
per day. But contrary to popular belief this isn't free
noney. We pay for it now and future generations wl|l
continue to pay for it in the future through a higher tax
burden. And as the federal debt continues to grow, we
beconme | ess masters of our own destiny and nore slaves to
our debt hol ders.

| ask you this: Is saddling future generations with
massi ve financial burdens the Anerican Spirit?

NO!

In hard tinmes, Americans are forced to cut their
spendi ng. This nobst recent econom ¢ downturn has caused
many Anericans to reassess their spending priorities. But
while the Anerican public is cutting its spending, the
federal government continues to increase its spending. |In
good tinmes and bad, the federal governnent continues to
spend. In fact, total federal outlays have increased every
single year since 1966. |If the Anmerican people have to cut
back, shouldn’t the federal governnment cut back as well?

But the bigger the spending gets, the bigger the
government gets. And the bigger the governnent gets the

nmore difficult it will be to get our finances under
control. In fact, the nost recent econom c stinulus plan
was nore bloated than ever. The $1 trillion stinulus plan
passed i n February included spending of nearly $1 billion
in funding for Antrak, $150 million for the Smithsonian

I nstitute, over $6 billion for hone weatherization, $50

mllion in infrastructure in Guam $600 nmillion for hybrid
vehicles for federal enployees, and the |list goes on.

| ask you: |Is this the American Spirit?

NO

Last fall, the federal governnent passed an econom c
stinmulus plan costing $700 billion to bail out banks that
had made bad | oans during the real estate boom The plan,
while well intentioned, was a disaster. The banks took the

nmoney fromthe taxpayers and ran. They paid out big
bonuses to their enployees and CEGs. The banks nade the
bad | oans but then wanted to pawn off responsibility for
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t hose bad decisions onto the taxpayers. This was not hing
nore than a massive fleecing of the American taxpayers who
are left holding the bag for billions. And despite the
financial bailout fromthe governnment, credit to

i ndi viduals, small businesses, and honeowners dried up and
did little to hel p honeowners facing forecl osure.

| ask you: |Is this the American Spirit?
NO

The federal government used taxpayer noney to bail out
Al G and then the executives paid out big bonuses and t ook
top enpl oyees on a retreat at a lavish resort. Al of this
on the taxpayers’ dine.

Is this the Anerican Spirit?

NO!

Then, GM and Chrysler’s CEGCs went to Washi ngton on
their private jets with their hands out for their share of
t he taxpayers’ noney as a bailout. They went to
Washi ngton, got the noney to make payroll for Christnas,
didn’t provide a viable business plan, and now t hey want
even nore noney. All of this while the |ittle guys, the
har dwor ki ng men and wonen who own busi nesses on Main
Street, are struggling to make a living. All of this while
entrepreneurs struggle to find credit for their businesses.
All of this while thousands of small businesses are being
forced to | ayoff workers. All of this while the biggest
job creators in America, small businesses, pay one of the
hi ghest corporate tax rates in the world.

s this the Anerican Spirit?

NO!

Thr oughout our nation, state and |ocal governnent
budget s have been severely negatively inpacted by the

downturn in the econony. But many, rather than cut
spendi ng, are seeking ways to raise revenues through
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creative tax increases. All of this at a tinme when
econonmi c prosperity is significantly weakened. Anerican

t axpayers nmay have to do w thout personally but God forbid
t hat any governnent should do w thout.

Is this the Anerican Spirit?
NO

Since the credit crisis began back in |ate 2007, the
Congress, the Federal Reserve, the Treasury, and ot her
gover nnent agenci es have provided nearly $10 trillion in
financial assistance collectively to private industry,
nanmel y banks. This is enough to pay off nearly 90% of al
residential nortgages in America. Yet homeowners are still
facing foreclosures, small businesses don’t have adequate
access to credit markets, and the very people the prograns
were intended to hel p, the Anerican people, have seen
little benefit.

Is this the Anerican Spirit?
NO

At the end of the day, the nost inportant factor from
these events is the following: the federal governnent has
undertaken financially irresponsible actions that indebt
future generations with significant financial burdens when
there is no guarantee that the nonies spent on the numerous
bailouts will ever be repaid to the governnent. W the
t axpayers have been fleeced so that politically powerful
special interest groups can benefit. The cost to us wll
ultimately be higher taxes down the road.

|s this the Anerican Spirit?

NO

Then | et us stand together against this trend towards
hi gher taxes. W are indeed taxed enough al ready. Al
great causes start sonewhere. |In 1773, our cause started
in Boston Harbor. Today, our cause begins here in this
park and in hundreds of places just like this all across
America. The task ahead is difficult and daunting. Many
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will growtired or conplacent along the way and nany may
fall behind. But we nust not let the fire that has brought
us all here today go dark. W nust remain firm and
resolute in our effort to right the wongs that are being
done.

As we | eave here today, |et us renenber what Theodore
Roosevel t once sai d*:

It is not the critic who counts; not the man who
poi nts out how the strong man stunbles, or where the doer
of deeds coul d have done them better. The credit belongs to
the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is nmarred
by dust and sweat and bl ood; who strives valiantly; who
errs, who cones short again and agai n, because there is no
effort without error and shortcom ng; but who does actually
strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasns, the
great devotions; who spends hinself in a worthy cause; who
at the best knows in the end the triunph of high
achi evenent, and who at the worst, if he fails, at |east
fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never
be with those cold and timd souls who neither know victory
nor def eat.

Shane on the man of cultivated taste who permts
refinement to develop into fastidiousness that unfits him
for doing the rough work of a workaday world. Anmong the
free peopl es who govern thensel ves there is but a smal
field of useful ness open for the nen of cloistered |life who
shrink fromcontact with their fellows. Still less roomis
there for those who deride of slight what is done by those
who actually bear the brunt of the day; nor yet for those
ot hers who al ways profess that they would |ike to take
action, if only the conditions of |ife were not exactly
what they actually are. There is little use for the being
whose tepid soul knows nothing of great and generous
enotion, of the high pride, the stern belief, the lofty
ent husi asm of the nmen who quell the stormand ride the
thunder. Well for these nmen if they succeed; well also,

t hough not so well, if they fail, given only that they have
nobly ventured, and have put forth all their heart and
st rengt h.

! Theodore Roosevelt at the Sorbonne, Paris, France, April 23, 1910.
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The hope of America is as bright today as it has even
been. And the patriots of today are little changed from
the patriots of the 1770s—+those Sons of Liberty who stood
up agai nst injustice, tyranny, and taxation w thout
representation. W nust remain vigilant that that hope and
greatness are never weakened. So |long as we are united, so
|l ong as we al ways renenber what America stands for, so |ong
as we never stop |loving our country, so |long as we never
sacrifice our rights, so long as we will always be willing
to defend our freedom so long as we don't forget who we
are, there wll always be patriots, and the Anerican Sprit
shal | persevere.

Thank you all, God bless, and God bl ess Anerica!



