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AMERI CA”S FOREI GN Al D
THE Bl TTER TRUTH

The econom ¢ decline of our nation over the |ast few years
has left many here in the United States, the greatest nation on

earth, inpoverished, hungry, downtrodded, and |ost to nmany.
None of us have been left uninpacted by the unprecedented
econom c situation in which we find ourselves now. Even the

nost fortunate have felt its inpact, and in sone cases those who
were once flying high on the fruits of this nation are now
suffering the loss of everything. Ordinary, hard working
Americans who want to do nothing nore than have a good life

raise a good famly, and give a better life to their children
than they may have had are finding thenselves anongst the
unenpl oyed or the working poor. Some have been turned out of
their homes by greedy banks who preyed upon nortgagees at the
height of the real estate bubble and now find thenselves and
their famlies in sluns or, worse, honel ess and hungry.

We all know soneone who has |lost their job or is unenpl oyed
by this nassive econonmc recession. W all know soneone who is
|l ess fortunate and in need of our help. And though many of us
turn a blind eye to the poverty and suffering in our own
country, it is growing nore and nore each day.

Each year our nation gives billions of dollars in foreign
aid to over one hundred fifty countries. |In 2008, the U S. gave
nearly $43 billion in total foreign aid. In 2009, we have
budgeted $49.5 billion, and in 2010 we are expected to give
nearly $54 billion in foreign aid. Here are sonme of the
hi ghlights of the U S.’s foreign aid:

e W give nearly $600 million to support Malaria programes
annual |l y.

e W give $70 million for neglected tropical diseases.

e W give $635 nillion to international partnerships and

contributions to the d obal Fund to fights AIDS

Tubercul osis, and Malaria and a contribution to UNAI DS

W give $648 nillion for programmes in Africa, nanely $296

mllion to Sudan, $149 million to Liberia, anong others.

e W gave $98 nillion to North Korea |ast year. No doubt
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that noney went to their nuclear progranmme.

e W give $1.7 billion to Mddle Eastern countries--$363
mllion to Jordan, $250 nmillion to Egypt, $109 mllion to

Lebanon, $400 million to the Pal estinians.

e W gave $125 mllion to Haiti before the earthquake and
they still conplained that we didn’'t do enough.

e W spend $1.3 billion on migration and refugee assistance

in other countries.

Wat we spend on these progranmes alone could eradicate

hunger here in Anerica. But Americans have always been known
for generosity. Some of the wealthiest people in America have
contributed billions of dollars to charitable causes. The

Gobal Ad Initiative and the MIIlennium Challenge Corporate
represent some of the nore recent private fund raising
initiatives to help alleviate horrendous conditions in other
parts of the world. Each year we find it in ourselves to rally
to a new cause that finds people of the world in pain and
suf fering.

We have eradicated smallpox from our generous giving. W
conbated river blindness in Africa.

W canme to the aid of those suffering in the aftermath of
the tsunam in Indonesia in 2006.

We have given even nore to the relief efforts in Haiti.

These are good and nobl e causes and have hel ped alleviate
the suffering of those |ess fortunate, many of whom have |ived
for generations in terrible poverty. But by the sane token,
while we give generously to peoples throughout the world, we
allow our very own fellow Anmerican citizens to work and toil
just for subsistence. W allow mllions of children in America

to go hungry. W allow mllions of our elderly, who have given
so nmuch to this great |and so that they have becone known as the
greatest generation, to go to bed hungry at night. Here in

America, the npbst prosperous and nobst generous nation on the
face of the earth and in the history of the world, these
terrible facts are a way of |ife for sone.

Wt hout doubt, there is pain and suffering beyond our
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w | dest beliefs in other parts of the world. Even our very
poorest citizens have a life that is far better than the | ost
soul s who have no hope in villages in Africa, Latin Anerica, the
M ddl e East, and Asia—+n villages where they may not be running
water and where children are born into poverty only to lead a
short and tormented life. These conditions exist. But the
histories of these peoples have been the sane. | nstead of
solving the problem we are throwing noney at it hoping that it
goes away. There is a Chinese proverb: Gve a man a fish and
you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him
for a lifetine. We should renenber this in our approach to
foreign aid.

But while all of this is a reality in the wrld, so too is
the reality that here in Anerica 38.9 mllion of our citizens
live in poverty, 81 mllion famlies live in poverty, 14
mllion children live in poverty, and 3.6 mllion elderly live
in poverty.

Further, 16.7 mllion children Ilive in food insecure
househol ds, nearly 3 mllion rural households are food insecure,
while nearly 2 million seniors live in food insecure hones.

These statistics are mnd boggling and repulsive. W Ilive
here in the land of plenty and our own people are going to bed
hungry at night. This is wong and norally reprehensible. CQur
hearts go out to those less fortunate in other parts of the
world, but we need to take care of our own here—eur greatest
generation, our downtrodden, our children, our working poor—who
have contributed to making this nation the greatest nation in
the world and, thus, enabling our nation to help those |ess
fortunate overseas. W need to focus on Anerica first, and when
all of ours are free of the risks of hunger and poverty, then
et us turn our attention overseas. To give to others in the
worl d, many of whom resent our nation, our prosperity, our way
of life, while our own go hungry nakes us the |aughing stock of
ot her nati ons. It makes us look like we don't care about our
own, when if fact we should be focusing on our own.

Here in Anerica we need to work on Anerica first—+to help
the hungry, those in need—the children, the seniors-who have
| ost hope and faith, who watch as we send billions of dollars
overseas while the fire of hunger burns in their stomachs, while
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they fret as to where the next neal to feed their famly wl
conme from while they nust choose between their |ife sustaining
medi cations and their next neal.

Let us bring about a better life for those in need here at
honme, in our Ilocal communities. Here we are in the nost
prosperous nation on earth and we have our own citizens in dire
need of support. W tend to turn a blindeye as if failing to
acknowl edge the existence of this plight in Arerica will make it
cease to exist. It is time we wake up and take action. W need
to reach out to our fellow Anmerican citizens, the weak, the
needy, the honel ess, the hungry, the famly who is about to | ose
their home, the elderly, those who face insecure food supplies,
and the inpoverished. Let us join together for the betternent
of Ameri ca.

This work is now nore pressing than ever before. MI1ions
nore are facing an uncertain future. Let us stand up and say
that we need to help our fellow Anericans. Stand up and say we
are tired of sending billions of dollars overseas while
Americans are going to bed hungry at night. Toget her we can
make a difference. Toget her, by reaching out to America, we
will make a difference in the lives of our fellow Anericans.

Thi nki ng Qut si de t he Boxe
A Division of @ obal Financial Analysts, Inc.
Myrtle Beach, SC Olando, FL  Washington, D.C
Tol| Free: 888.666.1783
www. Thi nki ngQut si deTheBoxe. com

Copyright 2010 Thi nki ng Qutsi de the Boxe



